Opening the satchel which she had placed on her
yellow wooden table, Cecile immediately took out the
rough draft of her composition. Madame Varambaud
seized it and started feverishly reading, blinking at
the erasures and turning frequently to the notes, which
were indicated by crosses. From time to time, without
interrupting her reading, she would register approval
with a slight movement of her eyebrows; but when she
came to mistakes in spelling she was unable to restrain
exclamations of vexation, which made Cecile's cheeks
quiver.
Alexander the Great. (1) Alexander's character; (2) Sub-
mission of Greece; (3) Darius (called Codoman); (4) The
crossing of the Granicus; (5) Battle of Issus, capture of
Tyre and battle of Arbela; (6) Darius' death; (7) Alex-
ander's excesses, murder of Clitus; (8) Limit of Alexander's
conquests; (9) Alexander's death.
"Good," said Madame Varambaud. "So at least this
time you made a Scheme!55
She went on reading, quickly skimming the narrative
to get at the names and places.
336, Alexander's first expedition. He overthrows Greece,
destroys Thebes, which has revolted, cuts Darius* first
army to pieces (334). . . .
"I shall have to look at the book," said Madame
Varambaud. "I'm not sure of the dates myself."
"... conquers again at the battle of Issus and delivers
the crown of Zion to the aged Abdolonymus (a venerable
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